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Bishop Humphrey was noted for estab-
lishing “Sunday Night Live,” a service where
all are welcome to attend without any con-
demnation or judgment, aimed at those who
otherwise may not have attended a church
service. This model proved so successful that
it was replicated across the nation. He was
also a powerful singer and a talented musi-
cian, using his gifts to minister through music
and song. He was the executive producer of
an acclaimed album entitled, “Olivet Oakland,
Sunday Night Live! You're in the Right Place
at the Right Time.” The album was nationally
and internationally recognized for its inspira-
tional message.

After the passing of his father, Bishop Hum-
phrey moved to Chicago, away from his 30-
year ministry at Olivet Institutional Missionary
Baptist Church in Oakland. Upon his return to
Chicago, Bishop Humphrey assumed the posi-
tion of senior pastor at Shiloh Missionary Bap-
tist Church, the church his father once led for
more than 40 years.

Eventually, Bishop Humphrey would be-
come the Senior Pastor at three churches:
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church in Chicago,
Olivet Institutional Missionary Baptist Church
in Oakland, and Olivet’s sister church of the
same name in Stockton, California.

Bishop Humphrey was known as a bridge-
builder, and he opened the doors of Olivet to
the community for the Oscar Grant Forums,
which took place weekly for more than three
years. He was noted for his prolific urban
message and was in great demand as an
evangelist, preaching the Gospel across the
nation. For years, he was known to walk the
streets and meet with drug addicts and gang
members, and was able to bring them to-
gether and begin the healing process.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors an outstanding indi-
vidual, Bishop Gordon Arlester Humphrey, Jr.
His dedication and efforts have impacted so
many lives throughout the state of California
and the nation. | join all of Bishop Humphrey’s
loved ones in celebrating his incredible life. He
will be deeply missed, but his life, legacy, and
spirit will live in our hearts and our community
forever.

——————
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Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, as he begins
the transition to civilian life, | rise today to sa-
lute Lieutenant Colonel Allen Kirksey for his
distinguished military career and years of dedi-
cated service to our nation.

Lt. Colonel Kirksey most recently served as
the Wing Chief of Staff in Phoenix, Arizona, a
position he has held since June of 2013. He
began his military career in the United States
Air Force from 1979 to 1983, during which
time he completed two operational assign-
ments with the 92nd Bomb Wing and the
435th Tactical Air Wing. He enlisted in the Atri-
zona Air National Guard in 1984 as a drill sta-
tus guardsman Combat Crew Communications
Specialist. In 1998, he assumed command of
the 161st Security Forces Squadron. Lt. Colo-
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nel Kirksey has deployed as the Wing Senior
Intelligence Officer in support of Operation
Desert Shield, Deny Flight, Phoenix Scorpion,
and Southern Watch.

In 2001, as the Security Forces Com-
mander, he was mobilized in support of Oper-
ation Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom and
was designated as the 201st Mission Support
Squadron Detachment Commander. In 2005,
he served as the 161st Deputy Mission Sup-
port Commander, and in 2006 he assumed
command of the 161st Logistics Readiness
Squadron. In 2010, as the Logistics Readiness
Squadron Commander, he was mobilized in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation
Enduring Freedom, and Operation New Dawn.

Throughout his years of service, Lt. Col.
Kirksey has won numerous awards and dis-
tinctions, including the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, the Humanitarian Serv-
ice Medal, and the Meritorious Service Medal,
twice. In addition, he was named the Arizona
National Guard Diversity Champion in 2008
and the National Guard Diversity Award Win-
ner—Air National Guard Individual Category in
2011.

Incredibly, on top of his outstanding service
in uniform, Lt. Colonel Kirksey also volunteers
over 100 hours each year at Phoenix-area
schools and is a motivational speaker in the
community. In 2014, he was awarded the City
of Phoenix Calvin Goode Lifetime Achieve-
ment award in recognition of his outstanding
leadership and dedication to civil rights.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Lieutenant Colonel Allen Kirksey and thank
him for his many years of exceptional service.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Regina Crafter of Missouri City,
Texas for being awarded the Ms. Texas Amer-
ica 2015 title by the Ms. America Pageant.
Regina is a health teacher at Quail Valley Mid-
dle School in Missouri City, Texas. This award
recognizes her exceptional contributions to her
community as an educator, youth mentor and
champion of health initiatives.

Regina has led several successful fund-
raising drives for the University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center and the American
Diabetes Association (ADA). She is also a
breast cancer survivor who has been an out-
spoken awareness ambassador for the dis-
ease. She is committed to promoting a healthy
lifestyle for her students. Regina is the Health
Club sponsor and the ADA coordinator at
Quail Valley Middle School. She has helped
her students raise more than $10,000 for
ADA, the largest donation among secondary
schools in Texas. She goes on to compete in
the 2015 Ms. America Pageant finals.

| commend Regina Crafter for the out-
standing difference she has made in her com-
munity as a role model and leader. On behalf
of the residents of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional District of Texas, congratulations
again to Regina for being selected to rep-
resent our state as Ms. Texas America 2015.
We wish her well as she competes on the na-
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tional stage. | know she will make Texas
proud.

————
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate and honor Dr. Brian D. Smith.
On November 1, 2014, Dr. Smith began serv-
ing as the eleventh president of Dallas Chris-
tian College in Farmers Branch, Texas. He will
be formally inaugurated this Saturday, January
24, 2015.

Dallas Christian College was founded in
1950 and maintains a mission to educate and
mentor students to be “People of Influence,
Under God’s Influence, for a Life of Influence.”
| have no doubt that the strong work of the
College toward this end will continue to excel
under Dr. Smith’s new leadership.

Dr. Brian D. Smith has a remarkable career
in Christian higher education. He received a
Bachelor's degree in Biblical Studies and
Christian Ministry from Florida Christian Col-
lege (FCC) in 2003. Two years later he
earned his Master's from Lincoln Christian
University in Contemporary Christian Theology
and Philosophy. Smith received his Ph.D. in
Theology from the University of Exeter in Eng-
land in 2011. He has published several chap-
ters in academic works.

During his initial working years, Smith re-
mained with FCC, which eventually merged
with another school to become Johnson Uni-
versity Florida. He quickly advanced from
serving as registrar to Associate Dean of Aca-
demics and Institutional Effectiveness, then
Vice President of Academics and ultimately
Assistant Provost. During his time there, Smith
led the university through the process of ac-
creditation with the Commission on Colleges
of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS) and the Association for Bib-
lical Higher Education.

His strong and faithful professional life made
him the top contender when the Board of
Trustees for Dallas Christian College took up
the task of searching for a replacement for
their preceding president, Dusty Rubeck. The
chair of the search committee, Dr. Keith
Keeran, reported that the applicant pool was
remarkable and seven well-qualified can-
didates were interviewed, but only one
reached the final interview before the Board.
Keeran further commented that “the Lord’s
hand was on the search process from the be-
ginning.”

Dr. Smith has always prayerfully desired to
spread the Gospel and loves serving that
cause through the work of Christian higher
education. He and his wife, Samantha, have
four children together. | welcome them to the
24th District of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to ask all of my
distinguished colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating and wishing well Dr. Brian D. Smith
as he begins to serve as President of Dallas
Christian College.
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